Toxic shock syndrome following breast and nasal surgery.
Toxic shock syndrome is a rapidly developing disease which may be lethal if not recognized and treated early. While this disease is usually associated with menstruating females, it is being seen in both male and female patients following clean, elective surgery. Toxic shock syndrome has been reported following surgical procedures which normally have a very low incidence of postoperative wound infections. Toxic shock syndrome is associated with Staphylococcus aureus bacteria which produce the toxic shock syndrome toxin 1. Three patients with postoperative toxic shock syndrome, of varying degrees of severity, are presented. Prompt institution of resuscitative and therapeutic measures can prevent the potentially fatal outcome of this postoperative complication.